Request for Applications (RFA) # 07-00-002

PEPFAR Local Partnerships Initiative:

Preventing HIV/AIDS among Hidden At-Risk Populations

Questions and Answers

Information Session held October 10, 2007

Q1: Is it true that USAID does not fund activities related to needle exchange or provision?  If another donor provides funds for needle activities, may we reference it in our proposal?
A:  We encourage applicants to support the Government of Vietnam’s comprehensive prevention programming and to develop linkages and referrals as needed; however, USAID funds cannot be used to purchase or distribute needles and/or syringes.  Further guidance may be found at the link entitled IDU:  HIV Prevention among Drug Users Guidance #1: Injection Heroin Use on the following website: 
http://www.pepfar.gov/guidance/ 

Q2: Can Pact refer us to other donors who may support needle activities?

A: Pact can provide referrals to other donors and prevention programs.
Q3:  Are there any restrictions on condom provision?

A: PEPFAR’s ABC Guidance #1: Abstinence, Be Faithful, and Correct and Consistent Condom Use states that condoms cannot be provided in school settings and are not to be provided to young people less than 14 years of age unless they are actively engaged in risk practice. It is acceptable to provide condoms to university students; however, the general population of university students is not considered to be a most-at-risk population under the terms of this RFA. Detailed guidance on USG policy in this area can be found at the link entitled ABC Guidance #1: Abstinence, Be Faithful, and Correct and Consistent Condom use on the following website: 
http://www.pepfar.gov/guidance/
Additional information on USAID’s guidance related to the role of condoms in HIV/AIDS prevention programming can be found at the following website.  

http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/global_health/aids/TechAreas/prevention/condomfactsheet.html
Q4: Where can we get more information on PEPFAR Guidance?

A: PEPFAR guidance can be found at: http://www.pepfar.gov/guidance/ 

The following links may be particularly helpful:
·  ABC Guidance #1: Abstinence, Be Faithful, and Correct and Consistent Condom use 
· IDU:  HIV Prevention among Drug Users Guidance #1: Injection Heroin Use 

Q5: Can we purchase condoms under the LPI program?

A: Grantees under this program should work with Pact to secure condoms supplied by PEPFAR free of charge post-award.  Do not budget for condoms; however, please do describe your condom distribution strategy and detail the number of condoms you will need.
Q6: What is PEPFAR’s policy on sex worker interventions?
A: The US government does not support activities that promote or advocate the legalization or practice of sex work.  However, the US government does support programs that aim to reduce HIV risk among sex workers and to support sex workers living with HIV with care and treatment services.  LPI applicants are, therefore, encouraged to submit proposals targeting sex workers with HIV/AIDS prevention activities and services, as outlined in the RFA.  
The related USAID policy directive can be found at: 
http://www.usaid.gov/business/business_opportunities/cib/pdf/aapd05_04.pdf 
Q7: What is the definition of key personnel?

A: Pact requires applicants to submit CVs for two key personnel.  Key personnel are project staff who are indispensable to management and implementation.  They may include your project director, outreach coordinator, program manager, etc.  It is up to each applicant to determine who qualifies as key personnel and to provide CVs for these individuals.  Please also note that Pact has the right to approve changes in key personnel under grants awarded, as noted in the “Substantial Involvement” section of the RFA.  
Q8:  We are a new local NGO.  Thus far, we only have one key personnel, the NGO director.  May we submit one CV?

A:  If you only have one key personnel CV to submit at this time, we require that you submit a job description and the qualifications desired for the second key personnel post that would be filled under the award.  
Q9: In the concept brief, our organization proposed to work in two communes. May we expand the geographic locations for the proposed project?

A: You may change certain components of your proposed project from the concept brief round, as long as you provide a solid rationale for any changes.
Q10: How soon is a winning organization expected to begin implementation of the project?

A: Grantees are expected to begin programming within 45 days of award.
Q11: Can organizations submit applications in both Vietnamese and English?

A: Applicants may submit proposals in both languages but are not required to do so.

