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An art exhibition entitled “Im--
ages of Hope and Promise™ that por-
trayed over 100 paintings and photo-

graphs by the people of Gambella was

opened at Hilton Addis Ababa on the
evening of 2 February, 2006, The ex-
hibition was organized by Pact Ethio-
pia. The paintings and photographs
were created at a workshop under the
direction of Ethiopian artists Michael
Teegaye and Zerihun Seyoum as a part
of Pact’s conflict management and

The exhibition included photog-
raphy by New York City photogra-
pher, Susan Liebold depicting Pact's
activities in education, reproductive
health and women's empowerment.
The exhibition was organized fo cel-
ebrate Pact's recent work in Ethiopia,

Pact is a networked global orga-
nization that strengthens the capacity
of local leaders, organizations and in-
stitutions to direct their own develop-
ment to meel pressing social needs in
dozens of countries around the world.
Pact’s work is, reporiedly firmly rooted
in the belief that local communities

poverty and injustice. Pact has been
in Ethiopia since 1976.

In an opening remark, Pact's
Country Representative in Ethiopia
Miss Leslie Mitchell said, “Tonight's
art and photo exhibition, which we
have entitled ‘Images of Hope and
Promise’ is significant as we iry 1o
move toward a different perspective
and understanding of Ethiopia.” She
said the images portrayed at the exhi-
bition capture the diverse peaple of
Ethiopia and their move away from
poverty and despair.  Miss Mitchell
went on to say that by honouring
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the deepest source of Ethiopia‘s na-
tional strength. “That strength takes
many forms and the most obvious are
not always the most significant.” She
told the invited guests that these im-
ages represent the spirit that informs
and reminds us of Ethiopia’s strength,
The country representative.
pointed out that a nation reveals itself’
not only in the persons it produces
but also by the persons it honours.
“And to-night we honour the people |
of Ethiopia, whose hope shines
through in the photographs. We are
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community stability programme,

must be the driving force in ending

Ethiopia’s diversity, we are honouring

”lmagés of i—lape and

deeply appreciative fior the contribio-
tions - they Inspire us, deepen our
insight, and contribuie to our spir-
tual sirength and self-comprehension."

According to Miss Mitchell, the
painis were developed by the peoples
af Gambella, &5 an activity under Pact’s

peace biilding programme suppared
by LISALD 10 bring together all cthnic
roups from the state o promoge el
own eapressions of pesce and hope.
The photographs with white back-
ground were taken - not by profies-
sicnal photopraphers ~ but by cvery-
day people of Gambella, who share a
comman desine that resides within all
our hearts for peacefiil, productive and
fulfilled lives. Miss Mitchell ex-
pressed the beliel that a place that dis-
duins art, invites the fate of having
nothing 0 keok backwarnd o with pride,
and nothing forward 1o with hope.
Some of the remarkable ams who cre-
ated these imapges paintings af the ex-
hibition wene present on the Otcasion.
Pact President and CEQ Sarn
MNewhall who wa presenit on il occa-
sion expressed her delight 1o be
“standing here with you tonight. She
said she and her other colleages were
in Addis that week to physically dem-
onstraie their solidanty in the ongo-
ing parmership with Pact Ethiopia.
Sarah Mewhall told the guests
thai Paci, which has been in Ethiopia
since 1995, s dedicated o bullding
organizational capacity at the
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prassroads level, strengthening civil
ROCIEly 48 0 Kactor, and creating inmno-
vative development spproaches that
could Jead to long term institutional
sustainabilicy,. |

She recalled that earlier in the
week, she was taken [ view three of
Pact’s partner organizations and their
cammunity-based activities Newhall
said, in each case, the cenires were
Neoded with peaple receiving train-
ing and support from peer educalion,

-
health workers and community SiEili-
tators. “In conversing with partici-
paris wnd leaders in these prospects, |
wis impressed at the clarity of the
peoples dreams for the fulune,™ she
added.

Invited guests ihat wene present
al the opening of the exhibition in-
cluded government officials, Pact coun-
try directors in different African
eountines and executive dirscton of a
number of local NGOs.
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