


Donated cash

But cash is only an option if there is
some sort of market operating in the area.
For World Vision's programs in Yangon
Division this wasn’t a problem, Mr
' Cleménts said.

“The markets were working. Food was

‘available. So physically handing out food
‘was going to be destructive to the economy
 ~to the merchants and to the farmers who
were getting food into the city,” he said.
_ Other NGOs, like Germany’s Welt
Hunger Hilfe, have foungd cash transfers
impossible because there’are no markets
in the areas where they operate.

“We are not doing it now Because in the
area we are working, the markets are not
functioning. The people would need to.
travel a long way to reach the market,”
said Welt .Hunger Hilfe’'s Myanmar
country director, Angela Schwarz.

“[But] for NGOs, giving out cash is
logistically better and it also encourages
the market to grow, to return to the area.
| The money will draw the private traders.’

! In the worst-hit areas, she said, it may
i be two or three months before markets are

functioning again — but this will depend
on the return of a reliable transport
system.

“It really depends on the area. ... Those
areas that are only reachable by boat, the
more remote areas, it might take longer
than two or three months,” Ms Schwarz
said. “A ot of the normal transport boats
are not running and might have been lost
in the storm, 8o for the market to return
the transport system needs to be
functioning.”

A major goal of Welt Hunger Hilfe’s aid
proposal, which 1s in the process of being
approved by the government, is turning
aid into assets.

“Creating assets is of course very
important so people can start their
livelihoods again and not be dependent on
outside help. But here in Myanmar, we
see far less risk of dependency,” Ms
Schwarz said. “PeOple here want to get
back to work again.”

Welt Hunger Hilfe is concentrating on
getting the agricultural and fishing
sectors back up and running in their area
of the delta, which encompasses 36,000
people. while reducing the reliance on

agriculture.

“We are also focusing on promoting non-
agricultural economic activities because
only 30 percent of the people in our area
are landowners. The rest are mostly day
labourers, often in rice fields or sometimes
in the fishing industry,” she said.

But Welt Hunger Hilfe is also using its
agricultural expertise to diversify the
crops that are being cultivated to make
the area more efficient and profitable.

“After the monsoon the farmers cannot
grow rice, so oil crops like sesame oil and
also vegetables can be grown. This will
mean they have something to eat but also,
when the markets are functioning again,
they might have something to sell,” Ms
Schwarz said.

Avoiding a culture of dependency and
fostering independence is not only
important economically but also
psychologically.

“At the moment we see it as important
psychologically that [farmers] are at least
growing something, that they are not just |
sitting around with nothing to do,” said |
Ms Schwarz. “People need to try and go'
back to a normal life as soon as they can.”






