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JONAPWD SUCCESS STORY
In March 2007, a seminal meeting took place in Ilorin, Kwara State between high-level representatives of four political parties and advocates from the Joint National Association of Persons with Disabilities (JONAPWD). Representatives from JONAPWD strongly asserted that the parties needed to do a better job of addressing the concerns of the disabled, who have traditionally been marginalized and neglected by Nigerian society.  
Beyond the attendees at the meeting itself, this event was able to broadly raise awareness on the pressing issues facing persons with disabilities thanks to widespread media coverage. Just one example of the impact of JONAPWD’s advocacy at this event resides with the Governor of Kebi state, who, as he watched televised coverage of these efforts, noticed one of his constituents, Alhaji Nasseer Argungu, amongst the lobbying group.  The Governor was more impressed by Mr. Argungu’s ability than by his disability; for, even though Mr. Argungu is unable to walk, he was more than able to effectively “stand up” for his rights and those of his peers.  

The Governor invited Mr. Argungu to his office to discuss these issues further, and soon Mr. Argungu was officially appointed as the Governor’s Special Assistant for Disabilities and Destitute Matters.  Since accepting the position, Mr. Argungu has been able to have an even greater impact.  To date, his most important accomplishment is to successfully lobby for the creation of the Kebi State Social Security Welfare fund. Now run out of Mr. Argungu’s office, this fund provides much-needed educational and medical services free of charge to disabled persons in need and their families. 

This is just one example of the success to date by the JONAPWD, which is an umbrella body of all disabled organizations in Nigeria, representing all types of disabilities, and is committed to the empowerment of disabled persons and recognition of their rights. Thanks in part to capacity-building and grants provided by Pact Nigeria and funded by USAID, the organization is increasingly creating space for and giving voices to persons with disabilities in governance and development.  Last year, with the support of Pact, JONAPWD conducted a number of advocacy efforts to make the 2007 general elections process more disability sensitive, including paying a visit to the Chairman of INEC in order to draw the Commission’s attention to section 57 of the Electoral Act of 2006. This was the first ever interface that a national disability group has had with the National Elections Commission in Nigeria, and the INEC Chairman has promised to set up a Committee on Disabilities within the Commission.
Since the controversial elections, the President has set up an Electoral Reforms Committee (ERC) to draw up recommendations to ensure inclusive, credible elections in the future, and JONAPWD is building on its earlier work with the support of USAID through a grant from Pact to ensure that disability concerns are mainstreamed in this process.  Last month, JONAWPD set the pace in the civil society community by holding a consultative meeting with its members to develop a list of recommendations that will be submitted to the ERC.  After the memo is submitted, the organization will intensify advocacy work to ensure that it concerns are taken on board by the Committee. JONAPWD’s ongoing efforts at engagement with the government to demand their rights continues to help fulfill the organization’s motto, “Nothing for us without us.”
